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FARROWING  HOUSE  -SLOTTED  FLOOR 

As  swine  production  systems  gain  prominence, 
there  is  greater  need  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  spe- 
cific function  of  each  building  used.  North  Carolina 
State  University  initiated  this  farrowing  house  plan, 
selecting  equipment  and  materials  that  would  blend 
together  to  form  the  most  workable  arrangement. 

The  adoption  of  slotted  floors  has  done  more  to  reduce 
the  labor  of  raising  swine  than  any  other  development 
for  many  years.  The  slats  are  of  precast  concrete,  which 
is  very  durable  and  easily  maintained. 

Metal  farrowing  crates  restrain  the  sow  to  one  area, 
minimizing  the  crushing  of  pigs.  On  the  front  of  each 
crate  is  an  automatic  waterer  and  feeder. 

Construction  is  of  durable  lightweight  masonry  block, 
which  requires  little  maintenance,  and  is  easily  cleaned 
and  disinfected.  Clear  span  trusses  eliminate  interior 
obstructions.  Insulation  is  placed  in  the  block  cores  and 
above  a  moisture-resistant  ceiling. 

Mechanical  ventilation  is  used  to  provide  summer 
cooling  and  winter  air  movement  to  reduce  moisture 
levels  inside  the  structure.  For  positive  summer  cooling, 
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a  zone-cooling  air-conditioning  system  can  easily  be 
installed  during  initial  construction  or  at  anytime  there- 
after. 

The  operation  notes  on  the  plan,  as  well  as  the  de- 
tailed construction  drawings,  provide  an  interested  pro- 
ducer with  up-to-date  information  on  the  construction 
of  a  totally  enclosed  slotted-floor  farrowing  house. 


Working  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  the  extension  agricultural 
engineer  at  your  State  university.  There  may  be  a  small  charge  to  cover 
cost  of  printing. 

If  you  do  not  know  the  location  of  your  State  university,  send  your 
request  to  Agricultural  Engineer,  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  He  will  forward  your  request, 
to  the  correct  university. 

ORDER  PLAN  NO.  6115,  FARROWING  HOUSE- 
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